go                 TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
them from destruction, the Turkish Nationalists had on
the 28th of January 1920 published their National
Pact. They proclaimed the objects for which they
fought and swore that even to annihilation they would
strive till they possessed Anatolia, Constantinople and
Eastern Thrace, free of foreign interference. ? It was
the declaration of the death of the Ottoman Empire,
and of the existence of the Turkish Nation. The birth
and rapid growth of this had been ignored by the Allies.
Now it stood out aggressively, asserting its claims and
its power to enforce them.
The success of the Turkish Nationalists, due as it
was to the sudden and unexpected vitality that they
had shown, was aided by a complicated mass of other
circumstances.
The Greeks had hardly landed before they encountered
Italian opposition. As the Greeks pushed out, the
Italians continued to advance, until they met as rivals.
At one point, on the and of June 1919, their troops
opened fire on each other at the village of Cherkes Keuy,
and only with great tact was an open breach between
Rome and Athens avoided. The Italians, piqued and
disappointed, encouraged the spirit of Turkish revolt.
Too late they realized that they fanned a fire that would
singe their own beards. Before the rising conflagration,
which they had helped to light, they retired. There were
serious domestic troubles in Italy. The people demanded
demobilization and threatened revolution. Rather than
be involved in fighting the Italian Government with-
drew, and gave, up the territory on which they had set
their hearts. But as they went they sold their arms